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“Until Then” 

 For this piece, I was instructed to create a series of constructed images that 
either convey a narrative to the viewer and/or display a surrealist approach. Given the 
assignment, I had the desire to reflect on this past year and try to convey the idea of 
activities we may have missed out on as we tried to navigate a world in quarantine. I 
wanted to bring a personal element to this piece and convey the activities that my wife 
and I specifically missed out on (such as going to the movies or our honeymoon to 
Malta), while trying to create a strong sense of longing and confinement that others 
could relate to. 

 While I am proud of the final outcome of “Until Then,” it is far from perfect. I 
believe that the use of a consistent framing and composition, as well as a consistent 
use of darker and cooler overtones across each image help to create a strong since of 
unity within the series. The use of the same subjects throughout each image help to put 
a strong emphasis on the activities rather than the subjects themselves, which further 
strengthens the narrative I am trying to convey. With that said, I do believe the series 
has weaknesses as well. For instance, I believe that the images are a bit cluttered at 
times; when analyzing the images after the fact, I would choose to go back and remove 
some of the extra objects in the frame that may distract from the emphasis I’m trying to 
put on the activities (for example, removing the table and plant from the left side of the 
frame). Leaving these objects in the frame may disrupt the balance of the images and 
draw your eye to other parts of the images that I did not intend.  

 Through my research of various photographers and their works, I would say that 
the concept and composition of “Until Then” was very strongly inspired Carrie Mae 
Weems and her work, “The Kitchen Table Series.” To create that sense of confinement, I 
was inspired by Weems’s compositional elements for her work. The way the entire 
series is framed within one space, with the kitchen table as the only true common 
element. This is my reasoning for trying to maintain the same composition throughout 
my entire series. I wanted to create that sense of confinement by maintaining the same 
frame and allowing very little change to the environment in which the framing is set. 
With that in mind, the final image of “Until Then” is one that I never intended to include. 
However, after discussing it with my wife, we thought that by including the final image, it 
would create a kind of “plot twist,” or a second, underlying narrative which shifts the 
focus from my wife and I being the subject of the work, to our dog (Amara) being the 
subject. The final image is meant to depict the day that quarantine is finally over, and 
although we can finally go out into the world and enjoy those activities we so longed for, 
it is easy to forget what we may be leaving at home.


