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Reflection of My Sub – Conscious on the Denver skyline 

      To create this piece, I generated ideas from work I had completed in the past that 

were most meaningful to me. I wanted to depict ideas and subject matter from my life 

that had shaped me the most and left the most impact on me without me initially 

realizing it. To do this, I riffled through my prior creations sorting through the good, the 

bad, and the ugly of my artistic career. I found myself dwelling on certain videos and re-

watching them and feeling a type of nostalgia that I can only relate to how one feels 

when they are cleaning out old boxes of their possessions and can never bear to part 

with anything because it brings back too many memories. I came across the wedding 

video I made for my mother and step - father that I then gifted to them that year for 

Christmas. I also came across footage I had filmed at Red Rocks Park and 

Amphitheater in Colorado which was a staple of my childhood and one of my favorite 

places to spend time at. I also discovered old photos of a former friend of mine who 

passed a couple years ago now. Finding all of these things lead me to a greater 

realization that I didn’t need to do a deep dive of my sub-conscious and memories to 

find what best represented me, because I had documented it all so well and had it 

stored in an emotion filled folder on the desktop of my computer. I used Adobe 

photoshop and Illustrator to create this work using multiple layers and blending modes. I 

used elements of drop shadow, stroke, and inner glow to make each layer lay on top of 

one another with a separate look. I cut out the photos of skyscrapers and juxtaposed 

them on top of one another in different directions and added a black stroke on the outer 



edge of them to keep them from melding into one another. I cut out the blue butterflies 

on photoshop from outside photos as well ad used a black stroke on the exterior of 

them and added an inner glow effect to make their highlights lighter and their shadows 

darker. For the yellow kite, I cut out the initial diamond shape on Photoshop and then 

used Illustrator to create the bow shape and duplicated it on top of a black line I drew 

with the pen tool. I inserted the still images of videos I have edited on top of the camera 

lens and used a black and white filter along with a low opacity to make them seem 

transparent on top of the black camera lens. I also used the blending tool to blend them 

in the middle of the frame. Lastly, I colored the camera flares that can also double as 

stars in the sky with the eyedropper tool matching the yellow from the kite to them. I 

duplicated these multiple times and created another smaller shape of them to add more 

contrast on top of the black and white.  

     Based on the elements and principles of art I can address certain aspects of this 

work to critique and assess. The focal point of this piece, what the viewer will mainly 

focus on in the composition, is the camera lens. It carries the most weight within the 

piece and offers contrast from the other colored pieces. The leading lines of the circular 

lens will then lead the viewers eyes to find the almost translucent photos depicted within 

it. The array, or collection of points, of the lens flares or stars introduce the element of 

color on top of the lens flare and link together the lens and the kite with the color of 

yellow. A viewer can easily recognize line with more leading lines surrounding the city 

buildings. These lines give the effect of looking up at these buildings from the ground 

and alter perspective. The strong perspective also convinces us that the black and white 

above can also be viewed as a sky behind these buildings. This is why the camera 



flares can double as stars. This also makes the kite in the sky and butterflies flying 

seem more appropriately placed. Due to these things the line quality pertaining to 

orientation and continuity is strong. Pertaining to color, the contrast of color on top of 

black and white visuals lends itself to the illusion of skyline on-top of sky that can also 

double as two separate scenes. Although strong in this sense, color could have been 

used more effectively by building a starker contrast between the blue butterflies and 

buildings. Although highlights and shadows were altered to make them stand out on top 

of the building, the butterflies could possibly blend into the buildings. The figure – 

ground relationship piece is also not particularly strong due to the perspective this piece 

takes on. If a viewer is not able to distinguish the black and white portion doubling as 

the sky behind these buildings then it would be hard to place the objects of the kite, 

stars, and butterflies as flying through the sky. Other strong aspects of this piece include 

the contrast, which adds a varying difference in values that make the objects seem 

more three dimensional such as the shadow on the kite, and the illusion of volume that 

makes some objects seem more weighted to the page than others such as the buildings 

and the camera lens.  

     My work Reflection of my Sub – Conscious means a great deal to me based on 

subject matter. I spent most of my childhood growing up in Denver, Colorado and based 

many of my early artistic pieces on photos of the growing downtown Denver, because of 

this I used the photos of the skyscraper buildings to depict my roots in the city of 

Denver. The kite symbolizes a new inspiration for me as I recently joined a sorority this 

past year and took on a leadership role on our administrative board. The yellow kite is 

our symbol. The two transparent images layered onto of the camera lens are still 



images of the wedding video I created for my mother and stepfather and a video I filmed 

of my friends at our favorite concert venue, Red Rocks Amphitheatre in Colorado. 

Lastly, the blue butterflies have always been used within my friends from Colorado as a 

symbol of our friend who passed two years ago now. This symbol was continually used 

on T-shirts and writings as our representation of her and I wanted to include her 

essence “flying” through this abstract created scene of the Denver skyline because that 

is where I imagine her to be. The Surrealism art movement of the 1920s in Europe is an 

influence and reference for my piece because surrealism emphasizes artists expression 

of their unconscious mind through creation of the “surreal” or unrealistic pieces. The 

Denver skyline I created here is most definitely not a real – life scene and reflects only 

how I view my hometown, based on my experiences and past. It brings to life the largest 

influences of my childhood, teenage years, and artistic influences in the place I 

experienced them most largely.  
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