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A Shadow  

 The idea for this project came to me after a long night of work at the art studio. I 
was illustrating a still life from observation, which took longer than expected, and I 
ended up leaving the building around four in the morning. As I took my normal route 
back to my dorm, I became aware of the unsettling silence that surrounded me. Usually 
the city is populated by roaring engines, busy sidewalks, and sirens around the clock. 
But at this hour, the whole world seemed to have stopped, leaving me alone on what felt 
like an alien planet. Being able to cross in the middle of the street without fear of a 
vehicle was liberating. I was captivated by the surreal nature of my surroundings, and in 
that moment, the idea was born. I wanted to answer the question: what does the world 
look like when we are asleep? I decided to capture this phenomenon by setting my 
focus on the two most prominent parts of this odd environment. Lights and darkness. 
From this, I created the main focus, the humanoid "alien" shadow. I used a long shutter 
speed to capture the shadow in motion, creating a disappearing effect. As the shadow 
interacted with more light, the more it would fade out of existence. 

 The biggest strengths in this work are the use of contrast and balance. As 
obvious as it sounds, the distinction between the opposites of light and dark help to 
define a clear focus, as well as shape the interactions between the focus and the 
environment around it. In terms of balance, the first image of the set (parking lot) is 
almost perfectly symmetrical, creating a uniform and unnaturally perfect surface. This is 
also complimented by the black sky that envelops the top half, and gray concrete that 
fills the bottom half. One of the faults of the set is the inconsistent unity. When viewed in 
a vacuum, each work appears to be successful. However, there are inconsistencies 
between each that are too large to be written off as merely a story element.  

 This piece is important to me because it disrupts the way that I normally create 
art while still retaining the qualities that I feel are essential to my style. I enjoy making 
work about characters and stories, so being able to translate this to photography, which 
usually captures singular moments, was an enlightening experience. I took inspiration 
from the photographer Todd Hido. He captures environments by focusing on lighting, 
creating eerie environments that lack the presence of humans. I found that referencing 
his work helped me to get a better focus on how my environments shape the scene that 
I am trying to capture.  
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