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The idea for this specific piece was generated from the song “The Harbor is Yours” by Aesop 
Rock. As a class we were tasked with creating a work reminiscent of a color field painting via 
Photoshop that was linked to a song of our choosing. Upon brainstorming, I decided to create a piece 
that was still recognizable as a color field image or painting, while adding additional and more 
intricate details for visual interest and my own artistic flair. I created Sailor Take Warning in August 
2020. I first heard the song it was inspired by in 2015. It is a song I have listened to for several years 
and always was interested in creating art from, but was not quite sure where to start. For this work, I 
began by digitally painting the background in hues of navy, violet and black. The large red circle was 
added next, followed by layers of patterns, a few filters, and additional digital paint elements. I wanted 
this work to evoke an ominous feeling to the viewer while still seeming beautiful and enticing. As I was 
working, the phrase “Red sky in morning, sailor take warning. Red sky at night, sailors delight.” 
continually ran through my head and in the end inspired the title.  

 One significant strength in this work is the use of diagonal lines to create a sense of movement 
and dynamism. The linework is organic and water-like to correlate with the theme of the song 
associated with the work, as well as to draw the viewers eye across the entire piece. Another strength 
of Sailor Take Warning is the display and use of color. The shades and tints of greens and yellows 
throughout the organic, water-like pattern moving across the image complements the reds from the 
circular shape and the blues within the background. Furthermore, the addition of black creeping from 
the bottom of the image upwards enhances the ominous feeling of the piece. The reds are bold and 
command attention, while again aiding in a sense of unease upon looking at the image. Some other 
strengths of this piece would include texture, emphasis, and balance. When looking to weakness, this 
piece could be improved by presenting more contrast within the color palette and shapes present. 
Additionally, the transitions in value could be smoothed out to seem less drastic from black to bright 
hues of reds and blue. Other elements that are lacking or need improvement within the piece would 
include the use of pattern, line, and space. 

 This works is quite special to me. Firstly, it felt natural to create. The process was smooth and 
enjoyable. Secondly, this piece is one that made me truly recognize my enjoyment working within the 
digital art realm. Thirdly, I believe this is one of the best works I have made to this day. I feel excited 
and proud to show this work to people. While this work specifically does not have a highly emotional 
or political affiliation, it is an immensely personal rewarding work. Inspired by traditional color field 
works of art, such as those by Mark Rothko and Helen Frankenthaler, combined with a love of music 
and unique song choice, were able to come together with the addition of my own artistic style to 
create a compelling and distinctive work for viewers to enjoy. 
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