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In 2019, being introduced to art history gave me a sort of fascination and determination to 
learn more about the painters and their processes. I spent the summer and much of the fall 
reading about Van Eyck and other artists such as Hieronymus Bosch. I was drawn to how similar 
their atmospheric styles were. I spent some time examining both artists’ works, styles, history, 
and details of the two paintings. I then spent a lot of time going through magazines and books 
looking for words and phrases related to actions and moments being depicted in the two 
paintings. Within the shapes and figures throughout the magazines I cross referenced images and 
scenes that related to other historical and well-known paintings. So, all in all studying the artists 
and their methods, then to study the works and their history or documented persona. Then to 
focus on their disengo or style. Then to try and recreate those into text form while looking for 
phrases and text to incorporate into the collage. Then the challenging and fun part was to focus 
on all the concept of the line and how to fit it all together and fill in the space. All the while still 
giving the images and text flow and continuity in relation with each image compared to the 
originals and how it might fit and relate to modern society and times we experience in a modern 
age.    

There is some naturalistic proportion in this and seems to happen naturally when using 
images from magazines and books. The smooth and shiny textures seem to give a representation 
of a painting. There are limitations in this as with working with collage can have big creative 
potential however sticking with magazines and the certain content. What I was looking for 
happened to be in national geographic, style and bridal magazines. Foreshortening was difficult 
and does not happen in a lot of the flat colors. I had to use certain landscape features and colors 
to create a sense of depth and plane of space. The typographic portions turned out well and 
frames each panel. The color scheme is chaotic and maybe could have been a bit more analogous 
or contemporary maybe warm or cool color in larger spaces. But the originals of the Garden of 
Earthly delights and The Ghent Altarpiece were chaotic and controversial for their time.  

This work means various concepts and relates to several subjects. It is supposed to relate 
to concepts like medical Schizophrenia, Wernicke, Broca’s aphasia, and communication and 
sensory disorders. This work could relate and contrast religious ideas of the past and present. The 
relations to our modern world and the computing image versus true form. The main idea or 
reference for this piece/collage is Jan Van Eyck and the Ghent Altarpiece. Influences for this are 
people such as Stephen Wiltshire but also medical conditions often stigmatized and discriminated 
in ways that often turn to abuse and mistreatment of others out of misunderstanding of how 
others understand. But references can be thought or seen throughout this work. There are 



references to works such as the “Architect of the world,” “Tribute Money, “and maybe a few 
others could be playfully found within it. This piece is to also reference the concept or art 
movement of typography, and how text and image can alter meaning. 


