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The Baleful Forest

The assignment for this piece was to create an ominous landscape using a blend of
photomanipulation and painting. I wanted to create a visual that tells a narrative or the
concept of a narrative. I spent several days brainstorming how to balance the mystery of
something dark, while still having unique and specific elements of both story and
setting. After choosing the feudal Japanese setting, the next step was to create the
layout for  my piece. Creating this artwork was a trial and error process, letting my
project evolve when it needed to. For example, the trees behind the architecture in the
piece was originally a mountain, but it distracted the viewer from the main figure work
and benefited from being adapted. Taking completely different images and creating a
cohesive piece with consistent lighting and color throughout was definitely a challenge,
but resulted in a product I'm proud of.

I think the strength of this piece is its layered storytelling through the visual elements
of lighting, color, and figure work. When viewing this artwork, one can tell that there is a
bigger story going on here. This creates intrigue, and allows the piece to become richer
the deeper it is analyzed. This narrative is well communicated through the lighting that
initially makes you look at the lighter objects of the piece, but then slowly pulls you into
the dark shadows and fog of the forest. The weakness of the piece is in some of the
sloppy details. A few of the objects aren't properly adjusted to fit in with the artwork.
Many of the yellow leaves, for example, are loosely speckled throughout, making the
image more muddy and unclear than it should be.

This piece genuinely means a lot to me. I am extremely passionate about concept art
and have a deep love for entertainment media. This piece was one of the first times I
used the methods and elements the professionals use. While I still have a lot to learn,
this piece is a statement to me, and distilled a confidence that has allowed me to grow a
lot as an artist. I attribute a lot of the passion for this genre to Yang Qi (yang qi917 on
artstation), he is a concept artist that demonstrates the mastery of photoshop and the
work ethic needed to make it in the industry. I am very thankful for the freedom and
encouragement Mr. Norris gave me on this project, and I look forward to creating more
work like this.
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