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I knew I wanted this diptych to be a self portrait because I wanted to make a
meaningful piece that reflected my struggles. I took that literally and made myself
holding a mirror and seeing an altered version of myself. To get a more accurate
representation of, I proceeded to take reference photos of myself holding a mirror that I
had laying around my room. Then I started sketching my ideas and then transferred
them to the larger, final paper. After completing the sketches on both perspectives, I
went over the lines with a fine ink pen. I realized this piece would look even more
complete with cross hatching and hatching marks to help create movement. I decided to
add texture to the hair and the mirror. With the hatching, I also implemented some
stippling to give a variety of value within the shade areas. Then I felt as though
something was missing, and that was color. I didn’t want too much color, but just
enough to highlight some important aspects. I went over the shaded areas with a layer
of orange to and a light pink on the lips as well. I then colored the mirror grey to have it
contrast the light figure and show the dichotomy between reality and what is being
perceived through the mirror. For the reflection, I added red tears to emphasize the hurt
that is being felt within. I learned the importance of color and the various ways of using it
in collaboration with the absence of hues within a work.

In this work I have focused on intentionally using line, color and value to help
create my piece. The usage of line in the diptych helps create movement with the
different directional lines and allows the viewer’s eyes to float around the piece to see
all the details. This is what makes it very strong, and none of the lines are too
distracting. In terms of weaknesses the color placement could have been achieved
better. The saturation of the color is uneven on the reflection part of the diptych and it
draws attention more to the side of the face then the reflection itself. If the layering was
more subtle with the color then it overall would be more effective. My stylistic use of
value was very successful because it shows the depth of the object and the figure.
When you look at the hands around the mirror, the variation in value shows that the
hands are reaching around the object.

This work is meant to represent the mental struggles that I deal with on a daily
basis but only I know that they are there, hence the mirror. I wanted to do a literal
representation of “reflecting on yourself”. It is showing the act of checking in on yourself
and realizing something is wrong but not really doing anything about it. I wanted to do
an art piece that was more emotionally charged and personal in hopes that the emotion
would be expressed to the viewer as well. I was inspired stylistically by Kiki Smith. Her
use of ink and color is very interesting and I wanted to use those techniques to
embellish my idea and story.
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