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“Through the Sole, Never Healed” 

For my assignment I was tasked with creating a sculpture that encapsulated a 
childhood memory. My idea for this piece was sparked from a single object: a bronze 
baby shoe from my childhood. I sketched many ideas with different concepts to execute 
the piece. I then began to create. The shoe was cast in aluminum and spray-painted 
bronze to match the original. I gathered some ready-made objects including long 
screws, cut rocks, a wooden plaque, and dowels for the feet. A dark stain was applied to 
the plaque and dowels were affixed to the bottom with small screws. I began drilling 
holes in the direction I wanted each long screw to face before placing the screws 
through the wood facing upward then gluing the cut rocks to the bottom of the plaque. 
Finally, I added the aluminum shoe to the top and nestled it between the screws.  

 The formal aspects of my piece that are successful are the use of negative space 
in the areas between the screws. The movement of the piece is also successful with the 
jutting upward of the screws leading the eyes to the shoe.  The piece could be more 
successful with balance. The shoe could have been more balanced at the top.  

I decided that I wanted to interpret the prompt of a childhood memory by 
exploring my lifelong physical pain and create a visual metaphor for it. I wanted the 
result to be a semblance of its original shape but distorted. I used the shoe to symbolize 
the bi-lateral birth defect that effects the bones in my feet. The screws symbolize the 
intense pain I feel from something as simple as a short walk. The screws also represent 
the medical screws that were surgically implanted in my feet, in an effort to relieve some 
of the pain.  I was inspired greatly by the ready-made sculptures of the Dadaist 
movement, particularly Marcel Duchamp.  
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