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My Favorite Color is Music

This piece started with the metaphor, “My favorite color is music,” and an old
violin that I have had since I was little. I was required to use found objects and work with
form, texture, and color to create a sculpture in the round. Most of my process is
internal. Just like a rock in a tumbler, I start with a rough idea. As I think and improve my
piece, just  like the rock it becomes smoother and more beautiful until I feel the idea is
perfected and is ready to be executed. At the beginning of this project I wanted to create
a mounted wall piece with paint dripping from the f holes and tissue flowing to represent
music surrounding the violin. After acquiring all the materials for this Idea I did not feel
happy with where it was going. At this moment I felt stuck, and this is when I turned to a
friend to talk it out and get past my artists block. This piece slowly began to turn into
performance art. I came to the conclusion that I would cover the violin in dripping paint
and guild the fingerboard and bow in gold. When I performed this piece at the project
critique, I stood next to a stool and stated, “The Title of my piece is, My Favorite Color is
Music.” I then left and changed into all black, put my hair up and covered my hands in
gold. I returned and everyone was silent as I set up to “perform.” Placing my case on
the ground I opened it removing the violin, bow, and rosin. I left the case open and
primed the case with a few dollars and some change. I quietly sat and put gold glitter on
my bow as rosin. After sitting quietly for several minutes a person quietly apologized
and asked, “Can I ask a question?” I nodded and she asked, “what is your piece
about?” I responded by saying, people rarely take the time to just listen. You all are the
music. The things that you heard, the breathing, people moving, the reaction was the
art. Not just the objects that I created.

Color is one of the most important elements of this piece. Using very saturated
color on the violin and the bow and dressing in solid black I created contrast. I did this to
emphasize the importance of the violin and make it the focus of the piece.

I find a lot of my inspiration for my work from Music. Music to me is art, and when
I think of music I think of bright colors and textures. I wanted to create a piece that
brought what I imagined music to be, to life. Music is so important to me since I grew up
in a musical family. Because of that this piece is extremely meaningful to me. I want to
spread joy and whimsy and the importance of just listening to beautiful things even if it
is the beauty of stillness. I was inspired by the artist Grayson Perry who
unapologetically did performance pieces at the beginning of his career. I was also
inspired by the musical artist John Cage who famously performed the piece 4:33.
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