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The project prompt was to choose a social issue and create a visual representation of
said issue using Adobe Photoshop. I chose to do ableism. During the process, I made
many changes and was on the fence about exactly what elements I wanted to display
and how I wanted to go about creating the mental image I had, but I finally landed upon
the one displayed, attempting to showcase the struggle that those with disabilities face
in society, and how it can feel as though you’re falling behind the rest of the world
because of them. I decided upon using a combination of hand-drawn figures and text
and photo manipulation in order to both provide a form of personal expression with my
own drawings and to connect those drawings with reality and the issue at hand.

My piece holds both strengths and weaknesses in regards to representation of the
elements and principles of art. The strengths it holds lay in the color and balance. I
chose to have a clear use of both warm and cool tones: cooler tones in the background,
and warmer tones in the foreground. This decision draws attention to the subject matter
of the piece, bringing your eyes to the content first, and then allowing them to shift to the
rest of the piece as a whole. Also, the use of balance in my piece allows for an evenly
distributed composition. There is not too much weight on either side of the piece, the
stairs adding that zigzag motion to it in order to move your eyes evenly throughout from
top to bottom. However, I believe the weaknesses of this piece lay in scale. The piece
could be enhanced with a changing in the proportions of the subjects, for example,
shrinking the stairs a bit and moving them upwards would allow for room for the black
hole at the bottom to be enlarged.

This piece is one that means a lot to me, which is part of why I selected it for this
exhibition. As someone who is partially deaf, I have seen and experienced the damage
of ableism, and the education of the able-bodied needs to hold more discussion of the
disabled. How those with disabilities live and function within our daily lives and in
society is often overlooked, and accessibility is difficult to come by, even in the current
day. An artist in particular that inspired me for this piece would be Keith Haring, famous
for his colorful figures. I wanted to incorporate that style of human figure drawing into
my piece, both out of love of the style and respect for Haring, who struggled as well with
something that people tended to downplay or overlook: AIDs and HIV, and created work
that criticized society’s turning of a blind eye upon the issues that others face each and
every day.
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